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Dearly Beloved | 
g * | I E Providence of God calling 


me away from you, I deſire in 

this my farewel Diſcourſe) to ſecure 

an Impreſſion of thoſe Rules of riſti- 

| _ which may produce m you all 
godly Living, as the beſt TIeſtimony J 
can give of a ſincere Affection for you, 
and of the greateſt Senſe I have of your 
many Favours and Gvilities during the 
Eigbt Tears I have exercs'd the Mi- 
' wmifterial Function among you, in Sub- 

 ordmation to the Reverend Perſon 1 


have had the Honour ro be Aſſiſtant 
Fo. 


Be pleas d therefore once more to go 
along with me in what J have to ſay 
| 1 1 pon 
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4 INTRODUCTION. , 
upon theſe Words with your uſual Cn. 
* and Attention, and to receive © 
them as / oken and addreſs d in the © 
moſt Affe rale Manner to every one © 
of you m Particular. 
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For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of God. 


HESE Words are aReaſon to inforce the 
Doctrine which the Apoſtle had laid down in- 
the foregoing Verſe, namely, That if we live 
after the Heft we'ſhall dic : but if through the 
Spirit, we mortifie the Deeds of the Fleſh, we ſhall live, 
By the Fleſh is ſometimes in Scripture more particu- 


larly ſignify'd the Inclinations of Men to ſenſual Plea- 


ſures; but living in the Fleſh being oppos'd by the 
Apoſtle to the Chriſtian and Spiritnal Life, we are to 
underſtand this Phraſe in its greateſt Latitude and Ex- 
tent, for the Corruption and depraved Affections of 
Human Nature in general. In this Senſe alſo, our Apo- 
ſtle underſtands the Works of the Fleſh, Gal. v. 19, 20. 
where he deſcribes them, not only by the Sins of Adul- 
tery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs and Laſciviouſneſs ; but by 
thoſe of Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emula- 
tion, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hei eſiet, Envying, Mur- 
der, Revellings, and ſuch like, i. e. all thoſe other ſinful 
Appetites and Diſorders of our corrupt Natures, which 
are. inconſiſtent with a Life of Grace, and by neceſſary 
Conſequence with the Hopes of Glory. For as many 
45 are led by the Spirit of God, they, and they only are th 
Sons of God, i. e. thoſe who live under the Conduct o 
God's Holy Spirit, as God be thanked we may all of us 
do, if it be not our own Fault, will not only abſtain 
from the more groſs and notorious Sins of the Fleſh, 
but from every known kind and degree of Sin. The 
Temple which the Holy Spirit delights to dwell in 
mult be ſeperated from all common and unclean Uſes 
he will not ſuffer any rival Luſt or Paſſion in a Heart 
wherein 
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wherein he has taken up his Reſidence; and eſpecially we 
muſt not think, which yet God knows a great many 


Chriſtians do, of dividing our Hearts between the Ser- K 


vice of Religion, and our Luſts; it is impoſſible to re- 
concile or compound Two ſuch oppoſite Intereſts : No, 
if we will cleave to the one, we mult reſolve to dil- 
claim and relinquiſh the other; there is no other way. 
To this End are thoſe Commands in Scripture of loving 
God with all our Hearts, and with all our Souls, and with all 
our Might, Deut. vi. 4,5. Of ſerving him with a perfeft 
Heart, and a willing Mind, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. And of 
cleaving to bim with full purpoſe of Heart, Acts xvli. 23. 
So that to be led by the Holy Spirit of God, is to live 
in a conſtant, ſincere and uniform Obedience to the 
Laws of God; To bs Holy in all manner of Converſation, 
\, and to forſake all the carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, that is, all 
the Sins of natural Concupiſcence and Corruption what- 
ſoever they be, ſo that we will not follow nor be led 
by them. | | 
But becauſe general Inſtructions do not give Men fo 
clear and diſtinct a Notion of their Duty, as when we 
explain to them the ſeveral Parts and Branches of it, 
I ſhall make it my Buſineſs from theſe Words, 
Firſt, To conſider ( for I cannot deſcend to treat of 
them all) ſome of thoſe ſpecial Fruits and Graces which 
the Spirit of God operates in the Hearts of good Men; 
that ſo by examining 1ato the State and Diſpoſition of our 
own Hearts, you may know whether you be led by the 
Spirit of God, or by that evil Spirit, which ſtill works 
in the Children of Diſobedience, i. e. in Men of corrupt 
and unregenerate Hearts. 
Secondly, Having done this, I ſhall conſider the great 
Happineſs of thoſe who are led by the Spirit of God. 


I. In ſpeaking to my firſt General, 1 ſhall confige my 


ſelf to explain to you thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 
Cal. v. 22. where in oppoſition to the Works of the 
Fleſh, he tells us, That the Fruit of the Spirit ts Love, Joy, 
Peace, Long-ſuſfering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Mee l- 


meſs, Temperance, 


" 1. The Fruit of the Spirit is Love, i.e. the Love of 


our Chriſtian Brethren with whom we are united under 
Chriſt 
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4 Chriſt the Head, into a holy and regular Society; and 


this Union is made by the holy Spirit influencing and 
informing the ſeveral Members of this Society, as the 
ſeveral Functions of our Animal Life are 5 by 
one Soul. From whence the Apoſtle takes occaſion 
to ſhew at large, 1 Cor. xii. tho” it ſeems an Argument 
which few Perſons duly conſider, that there ought to 
be the ſame mutual Tenderneſs and Affection among 
Chriſtians in their different Stations and Capacities, 
that there is obſerv'd to be between the different Mem- 
bers of the Body Natural. And eſpecially Love, is 
very properly reckon'd by the Apoſtle as one of the 
firſt Fruits of the Spirit, and which indeed prepares 
the way for that which follows; and that is, 

2. Joy. For Love is a Paſſion which naturally en- 


| larges the Heart, and fills it with pleaſing and grateful 


Senſations; but it is never more pleas'd than when it is 
employ'd in real and ſenſible Acts of Kindneſs or Bene- 
ficence: And eſpecially to a good Man, to a Man 
whoſe Heart is ſurprized with a true Senſe of Chriſtian 
Love, nothing can be ſo great a Pleaſure as to do Good. 
Solomon, who liv'd under a Diſpenſation wherein the 
Precepts of mutual Love and Charity among Men were 
not carry'd ſo high, nor enforc'd upon thoſe new and 
engaging Motives, as in the Goſpel (upon the Account 
of which our Lord calls that Charge which he gave to 
his Diſciples of loving one another, a new Commandment ) 
yet this Wiſe Prince, I ſay, ſpeaking of the Advan- 
tages and good Things ( as we call them) of this 
World, tells us, That he knows no good in them; but for 
a Man to do good and rejoyce in his Life. 

And certainly, he, who had drunk as deep as any 
Man in the Cup of ſenſual Pleaſures and Delights, was 
the beſt able to judge wherein the true and proper, and 
ſolid Joys of Human Life conſiſt: Nay, if any thing 
could be ſuppos'd to contribute to the Happineſs of the 
Divine Life, if God could receive any joy ful Acceſſion 
to the eternal Felicity of his own Nature, 1 do not doubt 
but it was when all the Angels of Heaven, in Admiration 
of the wonderful Works of his Goodneſs, ſho#ed for joy: 
Or after Men had fallen from their Original and Bleſſed 


State, 
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State, when the Angels celebrit& that Divine Grace 
which reſtor'd them again to it, in that Heavenly and 
Joyful Anthem, Glory be to God on high; and on Earth 
Peare, and Good-will towards Aer; * ods 


If God, in the ordinary Methods of his Providence, 


be ſaid to drlight in Mercy, Mic. vii. 18. and in exerciſing 
Loving-kingneſs, Jer. vii. 24. We cannot but think (1 
ſpeak after the Manner of Men) that, upon theſe. ex- 
traordinary and glorious Occaſions of his creating and 
redeeming Love, he was wonderfully rejoyced and de- 
lighted in his own Contemplation of them. Let us then, 
as the Apoſtle exhorts, be Imitators of God as dear Chil. 
dren: Let us Evidence that we are the Sons of God, by 
walking after his Bleſſed Example, in Love; and then, 
if our Hearts be not altogether inſenſible, we cannot 
fail of experiencing in them, hom good and joyful a Thing 
it is to do good, - 

3. A third Fruit of the Spirit here mention'd, is 
Peace: By which we are not to underſtand in this Place 
that inward Complacency and Satisfaction of Mind ari- 
fing from a Senſe of our Duty, and the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience ; for in this Senſe it could not be well 
diſtinguiſh'd trom Foy: But we are to underſtand by it 
a peaceable Temper and Difpoſition of Miad towards 
all Men, and a deſire of living in a friendly and ſociable 
Manner with them; as alſo the inter poſing our good 
Offices to make up thoſe Breaches which may happen 
among Men, and to perſuade them to cultivate a good 
Underſtanding with one another, as becomes the true 
and genuine Diſciples of the Meek and Holy Jeſus, the 


Prince of Peace: Accordingly, James lll. 17, 18. the 


Apoſtle ſhows us, That che Wi/dom which is from above, 


from the Spirit of God, 7s nor oy peaceable in its Nature 


and Diſpolition, but in its paciſick and charitable Effects; 
And the Fiuits of Nightouſneſs are is fown in Peace, 
of them that make Pence, 8 . 

4. As a ncceſſury Conſequence of a peaceable Temper, 
follows Leg -ſuſſering - For how much ſoever we may 
beRiſpog! to live in an amicable Manner with other 
Men, yet (as the World goes) we cannot expect to be 
altogether free from Injuries and Provocations : Let 3 
3 | : 
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do what we can to prevent it, ſome occaſion or other 
will now and then be offer'd or taken, which may give us 


trouble and uneaſineſs from thoſe with whom we have to 


do; and ſometimes from thoſe with whom we have no 
manner of Dealing or Converſation. 

To preſerve therefore our Minds in an even, calm and 
compos'd Temper towards other Men, 'tis neceſſary we 
ſhou'd not haſtily or eaſily be provok*d ; that we ſhou'd bear 
patiently with Human Frailties and Inadvertencies; that we 
ſhould make ſome Allowances for the common Entertain- 
ments of Converſation: And we ought to be the more ea- 
ſie and favourable upon all theſe Accounts, when we conſi- 
der our ſelves alſo how apt we are to be tempted to the 


= ſame Irregularities, and how often in fact we are. Nay, 
ik we will maintain a true Chriſtian and even Correſpon= 
- dence with all Men, we muſt not only in many Caſes be 
above thoſe unjuſt Aſperſions whereby we are attack'd 
ia our good Names, but alſo when we are injur'd in our 


civil Rights, forbear to redreſs our ſelves by violent and 
revengeful Methods: In ſome Caſes indeed, as it tends 
much more to preſerve our Temper, fo it's more generous 


to depart altogether from our own Rights, than to ſeek 


redreſs for the Wrongs done us; eſpecially by tedious and 
expenſive Law Suits, which are uſually[proſecuted with that 


Violence, that cannot be reconciled with the Temper of 


thoſe, who are led by the Spirit of Cod; the Fruit whereof is 
Long-ſuffer:mg. And, 


- 


5. Gentleneſsand G oodneſs Dr. Hammond put's both theſe 


together, and makes Gentleneſs ( Xprrwms ) to conſiſt iu a 


kind Diſpoſition to beneficent Actions, and Coodreſs la the 


actual Performance of them. 


And indeed we have no way certainly to know what 
manner of Spirit we are of, but by reducing our Diſpoſi- 
tions into Act. For all the Duties of Religion are fo rea- 
ſonable in themſelves, that wen we conlider them abſtra- 
ctedly in our own Minds, without any oppolition from our 
ſinful Luſts and Paſſions, we cannot but delight in the Law 
of God after the inward Man; and find in our ſelves ſome 
good Inclinations at leaſt to practice it. Rom. vil. 22. But 
when we come to the Tryal, when we would do Good, and 
find the Evil, which we did not foreſee or forewarn our 

| B (elves 
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ſelves againſt, preſent with us; How often alaſs! do our 
Hearts and even our good Reſolutions too deceive us. " 

And eſpecially if we would know the Bottom of our 
good Diſpoſitions to Acts of Kindneſs and Beneficence, 
we muſt embrace all occaſions of exerting them, and where 
occaſion does not offer, it will be an Argument that our 
Diſpoſitions are ſincere to ſeek them out; we mult not 
content our ſelves neither with a meer Complement of 
Condolance, and ſome outward empty Expreſſions of our 
Kindneſs and Charity, ſaying to a Brother, or a Siſter that 
is naked and deſtitute of daily Food, Go your way, be ye warmed 
or filled, without giving them what is convenient for them: 
For this is not ſo much to contribute to their Relief, as to 
relieve our ſelves from their Importunity. But if we would 
diſcover a true Goodneſs and Beneficence of Temper, we 
muſt follow the Example of the Great God, who us Good, 

and does Good; and of the Son of God, who went about doing 
Good, _ ; 

I know Gentleneſs is very often explain'd in another 
Senſe, as it denotes an humble and condeſcending Temper, 
an eaſineſs of Acceſs, and a readineſs where any Offence 
is given, to hear ken to any reaſonable Terms of Accom- 
modation; and to hear Matters fairly and impartially 
{can'd : Theſe were always thought the proper Vertues 
and Qualifications of a Gentleman, and they are the Graces 
of a Chriſtian ; whereas an haughty and inſolent, a diſ- 
dainful or inexorable Temper, as it ſhows that a Man is 
altogether a Stranger to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, ſo it is, 
generally ſpeaking, an infallible Sign of a mean Birth, or 
of a meaner Education. 

6. The next Thing to be conſider'd, is Faith: Not 
Faith as it denotes our Belief of the Principles and Do- 
ctrines of Chriſtianity, or a firm Reliance on the Provi- 
dence and Promiſes of God ; but as it ſignifies Fidelity in 
oppoſition to all fraudulent and unjuſt Acts. As it ob- 

liges us to be true and juſt in all our Dealings, and with all 

li Siacerity to obſerve the Rule of the Apoſtle, 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. 

That no Man go beyond or defraud his Brother in any Matter, 

upon any Account or Pretence, or in any Caſe whatever, 

| whether in a great Matter, or a ſmall : For, as our Saviour 

* obſcryes, Luke Xvi. lo, He that is faithful in that which is 
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leaſt, is faithful alſo in much, ard he that is unjuſt in the 
leaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much. Which being a kind of Pro- 
verbial Sentence, is to be underſtood, as all other Say- 
ings of that Nature are, as generally and for the moſt 
part true: And I'm afraid, if thoſe who allow themſelves 
in any little Arts of Fraud or Injuſtice, will put the Que- 
ſtion home to themſelves, they wiil fiad that it's not out 
of any true Principle of Religion or Chriſtian Fidelity, 
but from ſome worldly Motives of Reputation or Inter- 
eſt, or to keep themſelves out of the Reach of the Law, 
that they do not run into greater Exceſſes. Were I not 
here conſidering Fidelity as a Chriſtian Grace, I might 
ſhew the Excellency of it as a Moral Vertue; and how 
much, in the Opinion of the wiſeſt Moraliſts, fraudulent 
and ſiniſter Practices ſink Men below the common Eſteem 
and Dignity of Human Nature. There is nothing thought 
a more juſt Matter of Reſentment to a Man, than to be 
told he Lies: But it's a miſtake to think that a Lie con- 
ſiſts only in our not fulfilling our Words; no, every mean 
Artifice whereby we impoſe upon the Weakneſs, or take 
advantage of the Jenorance of others, or put off any falſe 
or counterfeit Wares, is in effect a Lie, and equally con- 
trary to that Truth and Ingenuity, which both as Men 
and Chriſtians we ought to diſcover in all our Dealings; 
(thus Ananias is ſaid ro have lied to the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 


v. 3. becauſe he kept back part of the Price of the Land 


wich he had ſold, and tacitly would have put a Cheat upon 
the Apoſtles) and upon which we muſt all act, if we would 
have the ſame joyful Report from our own Minds : which 
the Apoſtle, Expreſſes in, 1 Cor. i 12. Our Rejoycing, faith 
he, 16 this, even the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, that with 
ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, or ac- 
cording to the falſe Maxims, whereby Men who have no 
Views beyond this World, are governed, bur by the Grace of 
God we have had our Converſation in this World, 1 Cor. i. 12. 
7. Another Effect of this Grace of God here men- 
tioned, is Meekneſs , by which, tho? the Word is capable 
of other Senſes, I here take it as it ſignifies a good Temper 
towards thoſe who are of a different Opinion, and per- 
haps Communion from our own; conlidering the De- 
fects and Fallibility of our own Reaſon, we onght pales 
3 7 


rn. 


12 A SERMON PFreaethw © 


Notion of it we learn from the conſtant Practice and Ex- 
ample of the Meck and Holy Jeſus. . 
But 1 do not know that we have any Authority from the 


our Tenderneſs towards thoſe that are without and a- 
gainſt us, ſhould oblige us to go into Meaſures directly 
oppolite to the Intereſts of thoſe that are with us; as if 
for the ſake of a preſent falſe deluſive Peace, we ſhould 
ſacrifice the rcal Advantages of Order and Diſcipline, 
and lay the Foundation of gieater Heats and Contentions 
for the future. In a word, as if we could not preſerve a 
Chriſtian Temper, without undermining the true and fun- 
damental Rights of the Chriſtian Church. : 

I preceed to the laſt Link of this Chain of Chriſtian 
Graces, which 1 have been opening unto you, and that is 
Temperance, By Temperance I underſtand a moderate 
uſe of thoſe Things which tend to gratify our bodily Ap- 
petites; while we are in the Body, both Reaſon and Re- 
Jigion allows us to take care for the Preſervation of the 
Animal Life: But all Exceſs and Diſorder being preju- 
dicial to the Chriſtian Life, as well as the Animal, we 
| are obliged to be Tempcrate, both upon a Natural and a 
Religious Account; nay, on many Occaſions, that we 
may the better attend the Duties of Religion, and have a 
| greater Command over our Appetites, we ought to deny 
| cur ſelves even Thiags lawful and innocent: By con- 
i ſtantly indulging our bodily Appetites, tho' we do not 

do it to Exceſs, our Minds grow dull and heavy, and are 
. Eid with groſs and impure Ideas, and have leſs relifh for 
the Spiritual Exerciſes and Delights of Religion. 
i? And eſpecially all thoſe who lay down-the Rules of 
if Holy Living, not only preſcribe Temperance, but Mor- 
tification, as of abſolute Necellity to thoſe who would 
|, obſerve them. This was the Method which St. Paul (wid 
1 | $- tia 


Word of God to ſtretch the Notion of it further, as if 


ly to hear the Reaſons of ſuch Men, and where there is 
any probability of Succeſs, to enter into private Conver- i 
ſation with them, to expreſs a tender and compaſſionate i 
Senſe of the danger they are in, and to uſe all the pro- | 
per Means and Arguments we can to reſtore them. This 
I take to be the proper meaning and import of Chriſt ian 
Meckneſs, or if you pleaſe to call it Moderation. This 


1 - at . Mary in Lambeth. 13 
is had ſo great a Meaſure of the Spirit of God) took; and 
T- f wee led by the Spirit of God, we ſhall imitate him here- 
I io, we ſhall agree with him, that there are a great many 
Things, conſider'd ſimply and in themſelves, lawful for 
Men, which are not Expedient for the Chriſtian, and which 
eſpecially, if we will not come under the Power of, we 
"XZ muſt reſolve to deny our ſelves in. 
-I know (4xxe4le.) which is here render'd Temperance, 
does more properly ſignify Continence, or abſtaining 
be from all immodeſt and unchaſt Actions, which are ſo in- 
if ** conſiſtent with a Lite of True Piety and Religion, that 
- they are uſually reckon'd at the Head of thoſe Sins of the 
„ 7 Fleſh, which are oppoſed to the Fruits of the Spirit, and 
if are ſo inconſiſtent with his Purity and Holineſs, that he 
d will not dwell in a Heart that is defiled with them; and 
> _ eſpecially, the Apoſtle expreſly declares in the Verſe 
8 preceeding my Text, That they who do ſuch things ſhall 


a not inherit the Kingdom of God, 
— But my Deſign in Explaining theſe Words, being to fol- 


low the Literal Senſe of them, I ſhall not inſiſt further up- 
a = on this Conſideration ; eſpecially, ſeeing what I have ſaid 
in general concerning the Duty of Selt-denial and Mor- 
- tification, may be indifferently apply'd to intemperate and 
- incontinent Perſons. | 
. Let us now ſee what Improvements may be made of 
- what has been ſaid ; And, 
I. Let us conſider all theſe Fruits of the Spirit of God 
; _ together, that upon Examining cur own Conſciences, 
| we may know whether we be led by him. And, 
| 1. Do you then in earneſt love your Chriſtian Brethren 
in that meaſire and degree which becomes the Members 
of the Myſtical Body, into which you are united by the 

: lame Spirit, or which is agreeable to that Senſe wherein 

he calls our Duty r Love one another, a new Commandment ? 

2, Do you not only love your Chriſtian Brethren, but 

take a ſenſible Pleaſure and Delight in the Expreſlions of 

your Love towards them, in being uſeful and beneficial, 
as you have opportunity, to them? 

3 .. Do you live (as much as in you lies) peaceably with 
all Men, and endeavour to promote Peace and good Will, 
and compoſe Differences among, others? 

3 4. Do 
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4. Do you find in your ſelves, under any Provocation 
or Injury done you, a Diſpoſition to forgive thoſe who 
have done it; or are you moderate and reaſonable * 
in your Demands of Satisfaction, and willing rather to 
depart from your own Right, than to run Things to Ex- 
tremity ? | | 

5. Do not you only Experience in your ſelves a good 
Inclination to all generous Offices of Kindneſs and Huma- 


nity towards all Men, but alſo actually as far as you are 
capable, perform them? 14 
| 


6. Are you ſincere in your way of Commerce and 
Dealing in the World? Do you, from your Hearts, and 
as yon will anſwer it to God and your own Conſciences, 
forbear all ſiniſter and indirect Practices, all the little 
Arts of unjuſt Gain, how much ſoever they are autho- 
riſed by the common Practice of a corrupt World, or 
may be thought the Secrets of your ſeveral Myſteries, 
Callings, and Profeſitons ? 

Are you in the next Place ſincerely defirous to Re- 
claim your Chriſtian Brother from the Errors of his 
Thoughts, and by a Natural Conſequence from the Evil 
of his Ways, that he may be led into the Way of Truth, 
and hold the Faith in the Unity of the Spirit, and in the 
Bond of Peace? And do you to this end treat with, and 
admoniſh him a: a Brother, and endeavour to reſtore him 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs ; out of a hearty Tenderneſs and 
Compaſtizn for the dangerous State he is in, which as it 
is a more Chriſtian, will be a much more effectual Me- 
thod to bring him to the acknowledgment of the Truth, 
than all the falſe and political Schemes abroad in the 
World. : 

And, in the laſt Place, Do you really and ſtrictly ob- - 
ſerve the Rules of Chriſtian Temperance and Chaſtity ? + 
Do not you indulge your ſelves to any vicious Exceſs in 
Eating or Drinking, or any other ſenſual Gratifications? 
Or rather on the other hand, Do yew not deny your 
ſelves in Things even lawful and innocent, leſt your Li- 
bert) in them ſhould prove an occalion of the Fleſh? Do 
you conſider that your Bodies, while you poſleſs them 
in Sanctification and Honour, are the Temples of the 
Pure and Holy, and Immaculate Spirit of God? And do 

vou 


£ 
* 


and deteſt their Pretenſions. 
thuſiaſts pretend ſpecial and immediate Revelations from 
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2 you really take care to prepare them for the Reception and 
® Entertainment of this Divine Gueſt ? 


If upon theſe ſeveral Inquiries, you find you have the 


2 anſwer of a good Conſcience, then may you comfortably 
2 conclude, that you have diſcover'd in your ſelves the 
Fruits of the Spirit; For if ye be led by the Spirit o God, 
then are ye the Sons of God. 


From what has been ſaid, we may obſerve that the beſt 


way to know whether we have the Spirit of God, is by 
bringing forth the Fruits of it. Our Saviour himſelf has 
made this the Rule whereby we may try the Spirits, whether 
© they be of God; a good Tree (viz...) cannot bring forth corrupt 
Fruit, neither doth an evil Tree bring forth good Fruit, 
What ſhall we then think of thoſe Men, who make a 
- ſanguin Temper, or a heated Imagination, or a blind 


Zeal for the Perſwaſion they are of; a Zeal which inga- 


ges them in wicked and ungodly Deligns, the only Evi- 
- dence of their being led by the Spirit of God. 


The Spi- 
rit cannot deny himſelf in his own Works, or put Chri- 


ſtians upon inconſiſtent Meaſures and Deſigns; and eſpe- 
- cially, whatever Pretenſions Men may make to the Spi- 


rit, (and the higheſt Pretenders are many times the 


- greateſt Strangers to it) yet if they be not led by the Spi- 


rit, and bring forth the Fruits of it, we have all the rea- 
ſon in the World to queſtion, or rather indeed to reject 
And fo again, when En- 


the Spirit, yet if the Things they have ſpoken do not 


come to paſs; if we ſee no Fruits nor Effects of their 
- Predictions, we are to conclude by the fame Rule, that 


It is not the Spirit of God, but a lying Spirit, that ſpeaks 
in the Mouths of ſuch Prophets. 

And if the Fruits of the Spirit be an Argument of our 
being led by him, this is Matter of great Comfort to 
good Men, when (as it often happens) their Affections to 
ſpiritual Things are not fo ſtrong and lively, as at other 
times; for ſo long as they are fruitful in good and ſpiritual 
Works, and their Conſciences do not condema them for 
any known Breach of their Duty, tho' they may ſeem to 
be caſt down, yet they may pioully conclude, that hey 
ore not forſaken : Chriſtiaus of the moſt exalted Piety and 
flaming 
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flaming Zeal, do not always feel the ſame Fervour in 
their Devotions, nor can they at all Times have the ſame 


Taſte for Religien; their Minds are now and then more 


inſenſible to the Light, and their Hearts to the Motions 4 


of it: A cold and dark Night ſpreads it ſelf, as it were, 
over their Souls, and their Impatience for the dawning 
of the Day makes it appear long too; in this diſconſo- 
late State they are fill'd with diſtracting and frightful 
Apprehenſions, leſt God ſhould withdraw the wonted 
Influences of his Grace, and abandon them to themſelves. 
Thou didſt hide thy Face from me (ſaith holy David) aud 1 
was troubled, This was not only the caſe of holy David, 
but of all the Saints that ever liv'd upon Earth; they 


have all experienced the Viciſſitudes of Light and Dark- . 


neſs, of the inward DeleQations of Grace, and the Re- 
turns of Temptation. LWe ought not then to be dif- 
courag'd, ſo long as we are not overcome by Tempta— 
tion; if this ſometimes happen to be our own caſe, God 
delights to hide himſelf for a Time from his Children, 
for the Tryal of their Faith and Love, or to make them 
more "ſenſible of their Dependance on him, or to in— 
creaſe their Joy when at length he is found of them. For 
it is with the healthful State of the Soul, as with that of 
the Body; we are never fo ſeniihle of the Bleſſing ot it, 
as in a Fit of Sickneſs, or immediately after we are Re- 
cover'd from it. Thus holy David 1n the forecited Pſalm, 
after he had experienced the Returns of God's Favour, 
and ſpecial Preſence, breaks out into that pious Exulta- 
tion, Thon haſt turned my Grief into Joy, thou baſt encom- 
paſſed me with Gladneſs. ) In Truth, the inward Conſola- 
tions and Delights of Grace, wherewith good Men are 
ſometimes vilited, are not to be conſider'd as the Moral 
Fruits of the Spirit, or our Duty, but as the free and 
ſpecial Gift of God, which he may diſpenſe when, and 
after what manner, and in what meaſure he pleaſes: Tis 
our Duty to ſubmit to his Diſpenſations, and patiently 
await his Pleaſure, and hope for the Comforts of his 


Grace, in the uſe of the ſtanding and known Means of it; 


and this, whatever our ſpiritual Deſertions are, which we 
may be ſenſible or complain of, will afford us this un- 
ſpeakable Satisfaction, that we are notwithſtanding, 44 


by 


AST een, Dt Pra. ot. 0. ok, DS 2+ = 


Jy the Spirit of God, and are the Sons of God: For in this the 

= Children of God are manifeſt, and the Children of the Devil; 

* whoever does not Righteouſneſs is not of God. And by Parity 

of Reaſon, whoever does Righteouſneſs, and brings forth 
the Fruits of it, tho? he is not always in the 
Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind, yet may comfor 
himſelf that he is of God. 


| many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God, 
| C 
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Farther, From what has been ſaid, we may obſerve the 


great Degeneracy and Corruption of Chriſtians; for if we 
muſt judge of our being led by the Spirit of God, by the 
Fruits he produces in us, by the Change he operates in 
= our Hearts, from impure and ſinful to holy and vertuous 


Diſpoſitions; How few are there alas! in Compariſon, 


that are led by the Spirit of God: How few that diſcover 
in their Lives and Converſations, that they are influenc'd 
and govern'd by ſo Divine a Principle: How few that in 
good earneſt ſeem to have renounc'd the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 
and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. ] 
+ bled, that a true, ſolid, and exalted Piety, a Piety wor- 
thy of thoſe that are led by the Spirit of God, is a rare 
Thing, at leaſt not ſo common as might be expected ; and 
indeed if we did not know the corrupt State into which 
- Chriltians are ſunk, we could not ia Reaſon, we ought not 


It cannot be diſſem- 


in Charity, to believe it. But alas! our Corruptions are ſo 


viſible, that even thoſe that paſs by obſerve and object them 


to our Infamy : I th ( ſay they) the City that Men call the 


Perfection of Beauty, the Joy of the whole Earth, Lam. ii. I5. 
Thus we give occaſion, as the Prophet obſerves in the fol- 
lowing Words, ro the Enemies of our Sion to open their 
© Mouths againſt it, and to queſtion whether there be really 
that ſupernatural. Power and Principle among Chriſtians, 
in order to Reform and Convert them, which the Goſpel 
. Promiſes, and Divines talk fo much of: If there be ( ſay 


they ) ſuch a fupernatural Power and Principle among 
Chriſtians, it's ſtrange we do not diſcover a more ge- 
neral Reformation among them too. £ It's ſtrange in- 
deed, and God knows the Objection which is here made 
is too true; but it may be accounted for, and I need go no 
further than the Words of my Text to account for it, as 


The 


Ped 
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The Spirit of God draws us by the Cords of a Man, by 
ſuch Motives and Conſiderations as are proper to work #7 
upon reaſonable and free Agents; he invites, he per. P 
ſuades, he moves us to Obedience, but he doth not for- 
cibly compel us to it: So that if we will not hear ken to bis f: 
Calls, nor follow his Motives, our Diſobedience does not 0 
proceed from any Defet in the Aſſiſtances he affords, 1 
but in our own wilful Neglect and Contempt of them. Ft 
And ſuch a Power of Reliſting the Grace of God, is not. 
only highly agreeable to the State and Condition of free F 
Agents, but is neceſſarily ſuppos'd from the very Nature 
of Rewards and Puniſhments. But then we can no more | 
argue from the Abuſe of this Power, that there is no ſuch 
thing as the Grace which the Goſpel promiſes, than we 
can argue there is no ſuch thing as Light when we will 
not open our Eyes to ſee it. If a lame Man that is not 
able to walk by himſelf, will refuſe the Help or Hand of 
one that is willing to Conduct and Support him, if he 
fall into the Ditch or the Mire, the Blame is not to be 
laid upon him that offer'd his kind Aſſiſtance, but upon 
his own Refuſal of it. In like manner: Tho? the Spirit 
of God affords us all thoſe means which are proper to 
repair the Defect, and ſtrengthen the Weakneſs of our 
Nature, yet if we flight and reject his Offers of them, it 
is wholly our own Fault, and we muſt anſwer for it. And 
indeed it is as good an Argument againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, that it does not by a miraculous Power enable 

the Blind ro ſee, or the Lame to walk, as that it does not 
reform ſach ſtupid and obſtinate Sinners as reſolve not 
to be reform'd. After all, it were to be wiſh'd there were 
no occaſion to anſwer this Objection agaiuſt Chi iſtianity 
from the corrupt Lives and Manners of Chriſtians : And 
tho? what we have ſaid is a ſufficient Anſwer to it, yet it 
would be much more for the Honour and Intereſt of our 
Holy Religion if Chriſtians liv'd more generally up to the 
| holy and admirable Rules of it, and endeavour'd by God's 
| qt Grace to adorn the Doctrine of oxr Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
170 Chriſt in all things. 

jy And thus I have repreſented unto you, according to my 
18 Method propos'd, what it is to be led by the Spirit of God. 
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Give me leave, in the next Place, to congratulate with 


Jas many of you as are led by the Spirit of God, the Hap- 


Re 


pineſs of your Condition. 
Firſt, Is it not matter of unſpeakable Joy and Satis- 


faction to you, that all your Prayers to the Throne of 
Grace for what is really good for yon, are always heard? 


Is it a ſmall Thing to have free Acceſs to the Eternal Deity, 


to come boldly, and in full aſſurance of Faith before him? How 
© high are Men apt to bear themſelves upon the Favour of 


their Prince, or even of a Subject at the Helm of Affairs, 


* eſpecially if they have his Ear and Confidence, and can 
have no denial of what is fit to be granted them. And 
' ſhall we not think it an Honour to be in a State of Grace 
and Favour with God, to be encourag'd to pray to him, 
to have his Ears open to our Prayers? But you will ſay, 


When a Man comes into the Preſence of his Prince or of a 
Grandee, the viſible Pomp and Splendour wherewith they 


are ſurrounded, their Aſpect, the Air of Greatneſs, which 


the Imagination naturally ſuppoſes, makes a ſenſible Differ- 
ence in the Caſe; whereas, when we addreſs our ſelves 
unto God by Prayer, we ſee nothing of all this. 'Tis 


granted: But then, I ſay, what is wanting in the Senſible, 


is infinitely over-ballanc'd by the real Effects of God's 
Preſence; for if he be not preſent every where by the 
Effects of his Power and Knowledge, he is preſent in no 


Place, he is not God, he wants thoſe Perfections which are 
requir'd in a Being infinitely perfect. This is evident from 


the Reaſon of the Thing ; and the Scriptures as plainly 
confirm it. Do not I fill Heaven and Earth? ſaith the Lord; 
Jer. xxiii. 24. Whether ſhall I go from thy Spirit? And whe- 
ther ſhall I go from thy Preſence ? ſaith Holy David. If 1 


climb up to Heaven thou art there: If I go down to Hell thou 


art there alſo : If T take the Wings of the Mernino, and remain 
in the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, even there alſo ſhall thy 
Hana lead me, and thy right Hand hold me. Where the 
Pſalmiſt omitting all nice Speculations concerning the Man- 
ner of God's Preſence, in a very lively and elegant Strain 
declares the Reality of it by thoſe Eſſential Attributes of 

his Power and Knowledge. 
What therefore if in your Approaches to the Throne of 
Crace, you do not ſee God in his Glory and Majeſty, on, 
whong 
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whom you cannot indeed thus ſee and live, yet ſo long as 
you know you have an Intereſt in him, and that he perfect- 
ly ſees you, and knows your Wants, and that his Power 


is of the ſame Extent with his Knowledge; Why! you 


have the ſame Encouragement to come into his Preſence, 
and offer up your Prayers to him, as if it were poſſible for 
yon to ſee him with your bodily Eyes. 

Now conſider with your ſelves, whether there be any 
Happineſs, or indeed ( it we filence the Senſes and Imagi- 
nations) any Honour like this in the whole World ; to 
have the Great God, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 


who is Wiſe in Heart, and Mighty in Strength, to whoſe | 
Knowledge all things are preſent, and to whoſe Power all 


things are poſſible. To have this glorious Being, I ſay, 
to be a Patron, a Friend, and what includes all other Ble{- 
ſings, a Father to you: What your Condition may be in 
other reſpects in the World I know not, *tis what God ſees 
fit for you, and we know that tho? we cannot ſee all the 
Reaſons of his Providence, yet according, to the Scheme 
he himſelf has laid of it, all things, either with reſpect 
to this or a future Lite, or both, ſhall work togctber De 
good to them that Love him. 

W hich leads me in the Jaſt Place to congratulate with 
you the Happineſs of your Condition, if you be led by the 
Spirit of God, with reſpeQ to another World. 


But here I am at a loſs to expreſs my ſelf, or to ſpeak in 


a Manner ſutable to the Occaſion; The Glory of the New 
Jeruſalem, the City of God, prepared for thoſe that Love him, 
and are led by his Spirit, aſtoniſhes me! I cannot take a clear 


and diſtin& View of it; much leſs it 1 could, were I able 


to deſcribe it? But its ſufficient that we know enough in 
general to fill our Hearts with impatient Deſires after it; 
to Quicken our Endeavours, to inflame our Zeal, and make 
us deſpiſe all the Terrors and Flatteries, and vain Pro- 
miſes of this World. 8 

Tis ſufficient, I ſay, to all theſe Ends, and particularly 
to ſupport us under all the Sofferiogs of this Life, That we 
know that me are the Sons of God, and if Sons then Heirs, 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt, that if ſo be we 
ſuffer with him, we ſhall be alſo glorified with him. 


And 
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And eſpecially whatever Tryals God is pleas'd to exer- 
2 ciſe your Faith with, look upon them as the tender Cha- 
ſtiſements of a Father, as the Method God in his Wiſdom 
ſees fit to make uſe of in bringing many Sons into Glory. 

* Conſider with your ſelves that it is but a little Time, and 
2 a Period will be put both to the Troubles and Enjoy- 
ments of this World, and perhaps to the World it ſelf. 


Ny Conſider that you have here no abiding City, that your Inhe- 
i- ritance is in another Country, an Inheritance incorruptible, 
to and which fadeth not away, reſervꝰd for you in the Heavens, 
4% © which as ſoon as you enter upon, all Tears will be wip'd 
ſe from your Eyes, and you ſhall neither know Sorrow nor 
3]l Pain, nor Suffering more; but Live for ever in perfect 


y, _ Bliſs both of Body and Mind, and enjoy all the Plenty and 
{- © Pleaſure, all the Freedom and Fulneſs which your Father's 


in Houſe can afford: Your Father, whom you will then 
es _ ſee Face to Face; your Father, whom ye will then know, 
ne even alſo as you are known. F : 
je I this be the happy State of the Sons of God, who 


dt would not deſire to be led by the Spirit of this Great 
and Gracious God? J am ſatisfied we mult all be convinc'd 
that it is not only our Duty, but our Happineſs to be ſo. 
th What remains, but while this Conviction is ſtrong upon 


— 
ny 


Ie our Minds, we ſhould conſider the Effect it ought to have 
upon us; and that we ſhould make it our conſtant Study to 
in diſcover thoſe Fruits of the Spirit in our Lives and Conver- 


w 3 ſations, which may make us worthy to be called his Sons. 


7, | 1 ſhall only crave your Patience while J ſpeak a Word 
r or two by way of Direction for the Improvement of the 
e ſeveral Graces of the Spirit I have recommended in the 
a foregoing Diſcourſe. 

= And the Means to this End, which the Holy Scriptures 
e © acquaint us with, are too many to be inliſted upon; and 


- therefore I ſhall confine my ſelf to Two or Three of the 
*  Publick Ordinances, which God of his infinite Wiſdom 
hath appointed as the Means of conveying his Spiritual 
Bleſſings and Favours to us. 

The Firſt I ſhall mention, is Pablicł Prayer: We have a 
liberal Promiſe of our Saviour to encourage our common 
> Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace, where Iwo or Three are 
met together in his Name, there he hath promiſed he will be in 
| Z the Miadſt of them, But 
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But indeed the Reaſon of the Thing ſhews, that the ſpe- 1 


cial Preſence and Bleſſing of God may be hoped for with 
greater Aſſurance when his faithful Servants are met to 


acknowledge their Dependance on him, and magnifie his 75 
Name together ; for if the effectual fervent Prayer of one 


Right eous Perſon availeth much, it ſeems a juſt and neceſſary 
Concluſion that the united Prayers of feveral Righteous 
Men ſhould avail much more. And ſo great is the Cha- 
rity, ſo well deſign'd the Devotions of our moſt excellent 


Church, that a conſiderable Part of them conſiſts in our 


Interceſſions for one another : And for that Reaſon, one 
would think, even thoſe that find no good Diſpoſitions in 
themſelves to private Prayer, yet ſhould omit no Op- 
portunities of repairing to the Publick Worſhip of God, 
in order to their Edification and Benefit by the Prayers of 
the Congregation. Prayers recommended by ſuch a noble 
and fine Strain of Devotion, ſo piouſly adapted to all Sorts 
and Conditions of Men, and fo far exceeding all ordinary 
Human Compoſitions, that there is great Reaſon to believe 
that they were compoſed by Men acted by the ſpecial Di- 
rection of the Spirit of God. Therefore let all Maſters 
of Families fee that their Children and Servants repair hi- 
ther; and alſo watch their Behaviours in this Place, as 
they ſhall an{wer to God for it if they neglect it. Take 
care that all ſecular Thoughts be diſcharged when you en- 
ter into the Sanctuary, and approach the Divine Preſence: 
Remember that this is the Preſence-Chamber of the great 
King of Heaven, and that your Behaviour ought to be 


ſuited to the Dignity of the Perſon whom you are ap- 
pro2ching. 


+ 4 * 
oy 


But I do not urge this as the only Reaſon to induce you 
to frequent this Place; the Honour of God, the Obedience 


we owe to the Commands of our Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, 
and the Deſire of avoiding, Scandal, and giving our Adver- 


ſat ies occaſion of Reproach, oblige you to repair to the 


Publick Worſhip of God upon the Lord's Day: Even com- 
mon Decency will not ſuffer any Perſon ( without great 
Neceſlity) then to be abſent ; nor, indeed, upon any occa- 
ſion on the Week-Day, when we are not otherways very 
well and uſefully employ'd. | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Another Publick Means God hath appointed 
for our Religious Improvement, 4 Preaching ; I might, 
perhaps, for my own fake, if I had no further Views, 
have omitted to have ſaid any thing upon this Head, being 


E conſcious to my ſelf of my Inability (confidering the 


great Attendance to be given to Parochial Offices 1n this 
Pariſh) to diſcharge ſo great a Function in fo large and 


numerous an Auditory : But my Conſciouſneſs in this re- 


ſpect raiſes (as it always has done, and always will do) 
my grateful Sentiments of the Favours and Civilities you 
have continually done me, ſo much the higher. 

But what I intend is, that Preaching being an Ordinance 


of God, we may hope for his Bleſſing upon it, and for 
that Reaſon ought to give Attendance to it, whatever the 
Capacity of my ſelf, or thoſe that are to ſucceed me in 
this Station, are, as being ſuch whom God hath deputed 


to miniſter to {you in this Office; for indeed, after all, 


it is not the Perſonal Qualifications of the Preacher, Tho“ 
Hie could ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels; but a 
Z pious Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind in the Hearer; and 
above all, the Grace of God, which renders the good Seed 
z of the Word fruitful. 


Thirdly, Therefore in the laſt Place, let me recommend 


3 to you a frequent Participation of the Lord's supper: 
When we conſider what high Things are ſpoken of this 


* > Bleſſed Sacrament, and with what Happy and Soul-faving 


Effects it is attended, one would ifnagin it needleſs to 
3 exhort Men conſtantly to repair to it. And therefore I 
mall not urge to you any Motives or Arguments from the 


Advantages of Communicating at the Lord's Supper when- 
ever it is adminiſted; that (and the uſefulneſs of Private 
Prayers in your Families) being excellently pretorm'd by 
your Reverend Rector, and put into every of your Hands : 
But beſeech Almighty God on all Occaſions, to diſpoſe your 


Hearts for the worthy Reception of it in the Time of 


Vor Healths, that your Conſciences reproach you not 
for the neglect of it upon your Death-Beds ; as it hath 


too often happened in the Courſe of my Miniſtration to 
lick People ia this Pariſh; and then you will Experience 
at leaſt ſome of thoſe Heavenly and Divine Effects, which 
the Scripture attributes to it. 13 
N 


get 


24 A. SERMON Preach'd, &c. 


And thus I have gone through the Method I propoſed 
in ſpeaking to the Words of my Text, and making ſuch 
uſeful Improvements as I thought moſt proper. If | 
have been ſo happy as to ſay any thing that may leave 
any good or laſting Impreſſion on you, God be praiſed 
for it : My Deſign was, out of a real and tender Concern 
for You, heighten'd by ſo many obliging Conſiderations, 
to give you the beſt Inſtructions I could, in order to a 
Holy and Religious Life, which as it is the laſt Office 1 
may be capable of doing you in this kind, fo it is the 
beſt I can do you in any kind. | | 

Laſt of all, my Brethren, let Religion be your Study 
in all its Parts and Graces ; let us keep tis Sabbaths, and 
obſerve his Ordinances, thoſe particularly I have been re- 
commending unto you; be ſure to read and obſerve his 
Word, that you may Profit by it; and let your Delight 
be in the Law of the Lord ; let us Tremble at his Name, 
and do his Will: Flee from Sin, and all your Luſts; 
and particularly, remember the New Commandment 
that was given by our Bleſſed Saviour, That ye Love one 
another, and that ye live together as Brethren : Remem- 
ber, that Religion doth not conſiſt in Meat and Drink, but 
in Righteouſneſs and Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt z then 
will God continue his good Protection to our moſt gra- 
cious QUEEN; to our Fleets and Armies abroad, and 
give Succeſs to their preſent Endeavours for putting an 
End to a bloody and expenſive Wer, by procuring ſuch 
a Peace as may tend to the Glory of Thee, our Gad, to 
the Preſervation of Her Sacred Majeſty, the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, and the common Good and Weltare of theſe 
Kingdoms, 

May God bleſs you and your Children, your Servants 
and Dependants, and preſerve your going out and com- 
ing in, and give Succeſs to all you put your Hand unto. 
I ſhall conclude all with the Words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. 


ii. 11. Finally, Brethren, farewell; be perfect, be of good 


Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, and the God of 
Love and Peace ſhall be with you, Amen. 


C 


